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Vot. XI. 


Councizt MEETINGS. 


On Tuesday the 4th inst., the Council had a pro- 
longed sitting, the Quarterly being followed by a 
Special meeting. Our report of the proceedings is a 
long one and space can only be found this week for 
a portion of it. Many subjects of interest came up 
for consideration, and one sometimes wonders how 
our corporate affairs require such constant alteration. 

Under ‘‘correspondence’’ the old question of 
recognition of Foreign and Colonial schools was 
brought forward by a letter from the Veterinary 
Board of Victoria. Provision is made in the 1881 
Act for registration, by the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, of persons who have obtained some 
recognised veterinary diploma in a Britisk. possession. 
The diploma, if recognised by the R.C.V.S, enables 
the holder “to be registered on payment of the 
registration fee.” Recognition is only to be given to 
diplomas which furnish ‘a sufficient guaranty of 
the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient 
practice of veterinary surgery.’’ The standard of 
efficiency is, of course, that reached by our own dip- 
loma and, so far, no Colonial veterinary diploma has 
been recognised. Comparison of the matriculation, 
the course of study and the severity of examination 
of our candidates with those in the colonies, affords 
evidence of a very much higher standard of efficiency 
here than abroad. Consequently the R.C.V.S. has 
wisely declined to recognise any other veterinary 
diploma. Should our Council recognise any other 
diploma the holder could at once be registered and 
then would practice here on terms of perfect equality 
with our graduates. It is, then, only fair that we 
should decline to accept any diploma which is in- 
ferior to our own. 

The Report of the Finance Committee showed a 
Satisfactory balance of £615. For fear the Council 
should Incline to extravagance the chairman of com- 
lnittee said— but I wish the Council to bear in 
a that we owe £500 for stock which we had to 
2 1s is a curious kind of debt which is in- 
Probably it only means 
win unt should repay £500 to the stock 
port eesisteation Committee had a very full re- 
tates ther oe that its members have no sinecure. It 
of ady me ‘several members had asked what kind 
mitte re Ising could be allowed’ and that the com- 
tine ad declined to express an opinion. We think 
detail Jom Bye-law 113 is distinct enough, and any 

paions exp anation of it might result in some in- 
Person being able to evade the spirit of the 


that some members had had to apply for re-admission 
to the Register. These gentlemen had been guilty 
of no offence except that of not keeping their proper 
name and address in the Official Register. It is im- 
possible to keep the Register accurately if men will 
not do their duty and assist the Registrar by notify- 
ing changes of address. There are a large number 
of names on the Register that the post cannot reach 
through the address given. Each of these is liable 
to be struck off the roll—and very rightly so. A copy 
of the Register can be had for half-a-crown. 

The Examinations Committee had the usual report 
of difficulties with matriculation certificates. We 
think they suggested an alteration for the written 
examinations which is not necessary and which is 
not an improvement. It is proposed in future to 
supply books instead of loose sheets for the answers 
to be written on. Students often spoil a sheet and 
it is immaterial. In future the spoiled sheets will be 
a nuisance in the book, and as candidates vary in the 
length of their answers from one to eight pages, the 
waste in books will be great, or some men will re- 
quire two books. 

The Steel Memorial Committee recommended the 
presentation of the medal to Professor W. Williams 
and Dr. Fleming. The Council acted upon the 
recommendation but not quite unanimously. There 
may be an argument as to whether the medal should be 
given to men whose good work was done years ago, 
but it seems to us that it does not hold good unless 
it can be shown that the work has ceased. In the 
case Of Professor Williams and Dr. Fleming no one 
can deny the value of the work done, or that they 
are still labouring. 

The dates of the Xmas examinations were fixed — 
the written is to be on December 9th, and the oral to 
commence in London on the 12th. 

Standing orders are to be drawn up for the guid.- 
ance of members of Council. This was agreed to 
unanimously, which probably means that each mem- 
ber hopes the orders will control his neighbour. We 
respectfully doubt it, and should put more faith in an 
individual spirit of deference to the chair and a 
general understanding to uphold the rulings of the 
President. 

Mr. Wartnaby brought forward a motion that the 
examination in Materia-medica and Pharmacy should 
‘“‘be made a practical one.”’ It was withdrawn. As 
the Oral only lasts fifteen minutes there is not much 
time for making up balls and powders. We would 
suggest that prescriptior -writing might well come in 
the written portion of the examination. 


“W whilst keeping within its letter. It will be noted 
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Veterinary surgeon of the 1st class Captai 
VETERINARY SURGEONS IN THE FRENCH} 
ARMY. Assistant veterinary surgeons Sub.- Lieut. 


By One or THEM. 


There is no special veterinary department in the 
French Army, all the veterinary surgeons being under 
the control of the cavalry. 

Admission. —Candidates are selected from the civil 
veterinary surgeons. Those who wish to enter must 
compete, and the rules for their admission are nearly 
similar to those in England. Every candidate must 
be a Frenchman, or a naturalised French subject, 
possessing the diploma obtained from a French 
Veterinary School, either that of Alfort, Lyons, or 
Toulouse. The maximum age is 30. The candidate 
must possess physical fitness for the army. He is 
allowed to compete on several occasions. The com- 
petition, which takes place every year, consists of :— 

1. A written examination on any subject of medical 
or surgical pathology, physiology, or hygiene. 

2. An oral examination on any subject on veterin- 
ary medicine. 

3. A practical examination of horses as to sound- 
ness and aptitude, and as to their diseases. 

Previous distinctions such as the baccalaureates*, 
prize winning, etc., are taken into consideration, and 
are as important as the written examination. All 
the examinations are conducted by army veterinary 
surgeons under the presidency of a cavalry brigade- 
general. 

The candidates when successful are appointed as 
probationary assistant veterinary surgeons (aide- 
vétérinaire-stagiaires) a rank between a non-commis- 
sioned officer and officer, and are honourably obliged 
to undertake an engagement to serve the army for 
six years after leaving the Saumur Cavalry School to 
which they are sent. There they learn riding, 
military veterinary practice, and become accustomed 
to regimental service. The lectures delivered on any 
branch of veterinary medicine (especially on shoeing) 
by army veterinary professors, last eleven months, 
at the end of which the probationers (stagiaires) com- 
pete, and if successful are appointed assistant 
veterinary surgeons (veterinary sub-lieutenant) and 
sent to various regiments. 

Number.—There are 428 army veterinary sur- 
geons :— 


Principal veterinary surgeons of 1st class 6 
” ” ” 2nd ” 15 
Veterinary surgeons of the Ist class 140 
” ” ” 2nd ,, and 
Assistant veterinary surgeons 267 


Rank.—The army veterinary surgeons, like the 
medical and commissariat officers, have an approxi- 
mative rank only which corresponds to that of 
other officers. They are as follows :— 

Principal veterinary surgeon of Ist class 
corresponds to that ofa Lieut.-Colonel 


” ” ” 2nd class Major 


* There are three grades of baccalaureates in France :— 
Baccalaureat es Sciences complet 
¢8 Lettres 
»  €8 Arts. 


They have the ordinary advantages of the other 
officers, but are not allowed to take military command 
or preside over courts and committees. Their pre. 
cedence comes next to that of the officers of the same 
rank. 

Pay.—They are paid at the following rates per 
annum : 

Principal V.S. of the 1st class (lieut.-col.) 6588 fr. 


2nd ,, (major) 5508 
Veterinary surgeon Ist ,, (captain) 

of more than 12 years in this rank 4140 

8 ” 8780 

5 45 ” 8240 


” 
Less than 5 ,, 8060 
Veterinary surgeon of 2nd class (lieut.) 
1st half 2700 
2nd ,, 2520 
Assistant veterinary surgeon (sub.-lieut.) 2340 

There are some small allowances for harness and 
lodging in certain towns ; and, as all veterinary sur- 
geons are mounted, they have the use of a charger 
free. The servant, who is a soldier, is not paid much. 
Like other officers, veterinary surgeons of the army 
travelling whilst ‘‘ off duty” on railways are charged 
one-fourth the ordinary fare. Nevertheless the pay 
is far less in France than in England, and the veter- 
inary surgeon has to find himself in quarters, fuel, 
and light. 

Pay during a campaign.—During a campaign the 
pay is much greater. At its commencement every 
officer receives an allowance (mise d’ entrée en cam- 
payne) of 1200f., 1000f., 700f., or 500F., according to 
his rank. 

Promotion.—The promotion of the veterinary sur- 
geon is the slowest inthe French Army. The “aide 
vétérinaire ”’ (vet.-sub.-lieut.) is raised to the rank 
‘‘ vétérinaire en second”’ (lieutenant) after two yeats 
seniority. The “ vétérinaire en second ” is promoted 
to the superior rank of “ vétérinaire en premier’ 
(captain) after 14 to 18 years (!) service, two-thirds 
of them by selection and the other third by seniority. 
The other ranks are to be obtained only by selection; 
the principal veterinary surgeon of the 2nd class 
(major) after about 12 years service ,in the ranko 
veterinary surgeon of the 1st class ; and the prince! 
veterinary surgeons of the Ist class (lieutenant. -c0l,) 
after four years service in the previous rank. he 
appointments are under the control of the cavalry. 

Resignation.—The veterinary surgeon can only te 
sign six years after being appointed (on account 0’ 
his honourable engagement) as ‘‘ 
{f he throw up his commission he has no claim 1 
retired pay. 

Half-pay.—This is sometimes given, but.no 
than for three years if suffering from disease or Te!" 
ing in consequence of bad conduct. 

Retired Pay.—This is obtained after 30 yeats 
vice in which the four years served in a year 
school and the year at the Saumur School of Cav 7 
are taken into account. This pay is greater ae 
officer having served through acampaign or perform 
duty after 30 year’s service. 
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The Age limit fixed for retirement is as follows : 


Veterinary surgeon 2nd class (lieut.) 52 years 
lst ,, (captain) 
2nd ,, (major) 56 SC, 
lst ,, (lieut.-col.) 58 ,, 


” ” 

Principal ” 
” 

The Retired Pay per annum is at the Following Rates. 


Minimum Every campaign Maximum after 
after 30 or year after 30 30 years service 


years years service including cam- 
service. the extra pay is. paigns. 
Principal V.S. of the 
lst & 2nd classes 3700f. 65f. 5000f. 
V.S. of the Istclass 2300f. 50f. 3500f. 
,  @nd ,, 2000f. 458. 3000F. 
Assistant V.S. 1900f. 40f. 2700f. 


Duties. —The aide-vétérinaire, vétérinaire en 2nd, 
vétérivaire en ler, and vétérinaire principal de 2nd 
classe have to do duty in those regiments having 
many horses in them. According to the number of 
horses in a regiment the corresponding number of 
veterinary surgeons are kept, varying from one to 
two, sometimes, but rarely, three. When more than 
one veterinary surgeon is attached to a regiment the 
one holding the highest rank is alone responsible. 
The nature and object of the veterinary service, ac- 
cording to the rules of the army (service interieur des 
regiments) is as follows: ‘‘ The veterinary service 
works under the military authority to which it is 
always subordinate. Its object is to enlighten the 
military authority on the measures concerning the 
health of the horses, to treat their diseases, to direct 
the farriers, to visit the meat-animals for the troops, 
and to pass the forage into stores, or for distribu- 
tion.” Every serious operation must be authorised 
by the colonel. 

The six principal veterinary surgeons of the 1st 
class (lieut.-colonel) are inspectors of all the army 
veterinary surgeons who undergo examination as to 
their scientific ability only. These inspectors also 
Visit forage, and where a contagious disease declares 
itself they are sent to prescribe measures for arresting 
the complaint. 

In the Ministry of War is the “Section d’hy- 
giene hippique ’’ composed of one principal veterinary 
surgeon of the 1st class, one principal veterinary 
surgeon of the 2nd class, and one veterinary surgeon 
of the 1st class, giving their advice on hygiene, 
army veterinary service, and the work of the veteri- 
nary surgeons. 

In the French colonies the army veterinary sur- 
geons have similar duties to those in France; but 
they are better paid and have the advantage of see- 
ing active service which is of assistance to them in ob- 
taining the Star of the Order of the Legion of Honour 
res getting an increased retired pay. But on the other 
ae the climate being very unhealthy many die 

Kd or become incapacitated by tropical diseases. 
Paty during campaiyns.—The Geneva Convention 

died protect veterinary surgeons, they being con- 

combatants. However, they have conducted 
ve es very well in various wars. During a cam- 
dn i e Service 1s managed on similar lines to those 
with Lanes Sick horses, if slightly injured, are kept 
| ® tegiment, but if seriously, are sent to certain 


After a battle the horses are examined, and, if found 
to be too seriously injured, destroyed. Special care 
is taken with contagious diseases as glanders and 
mange. The herd of cattle following every section of 
our army are inspected from a sanitary point of view 
by a veterinary surgeon. 

Uniform.—As a uniform requires a long and diffi- 
cult description, I will only say that the dress of the 
veterinary surgeon resembles very much that of the 
French dragoon officers when they wore the pelisse or 
dolman about 7 years ago; but the head band of the 
‘“‘képi”’ (the ‘‘cheese cutter ’’ shaped head dress) 
and the cuffs of the sleeves are of garnet velvet, which 
is only worn in the French army by veterinary sur- 
geons. Civilian dress is allowed to be adopted when 
off duty. The rank is recognised by the silver lace 
on the ‘‘ képi’’ and above the cuffs; the number of 
bands of lace varying according to the rank: 1 for 
aide-vétérinaire (sub-lieut), 2 for vétérinaire en 2nd, 
3 for vétérinaire en ler, 4 for vétérinaire principal de 
2nd classe, 5 for vétérinaire principal de ler classe. 

Position.—In the French Army the veteripary sur- 
geon is generally well liked. Every man makes his 
own position in his regiment not because he isa veteri- 
nary surgeon but according to his own intrinsic 
worth. Unhappily promotion is so slow that many 
becoming disheartened resign their commission. But 
if the promotion were better, certainly the army 
veterinary surgeon’s lot would be the best position in 
the veterinary profession in France. 

A. Monrmartin, Paris. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A quarterly meeting of the Council was held at 10 
ion Square, Bloomsbury, on Tuesday, October 4, 
nder the presidency of Mr. A. W. Mason. Present :— 
fessrs. Abson, Allen, Barrett, Carter, Cope, Dewar, 
Duck, Dollar, Edgar, Fraser, Hartley, Lawson, Locke, 
Mulvey, McFadyean, McCall, Pritchard, Penberthy, 
Shave, Simpson, Trigger, Wartnaby, Wragg, W. O. 
Williams, and Mr. Hill (Secretary). 
The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting. 
On the motion of Mr. Locke, seconded by Mr. Fraser 
the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 
The Secretary stated that he had received letters of 
apology from Vet.-Col. Lambert, Mr. Beddard, Mr. 
Bower, and Mr. Elphick regretting their inability to 
attend the meeting. 


PRESENTATIONS. 


The Secretary announced the following presentations : 
To the Library.—Five interesting photographs of the 
Foaling of a Mule, from Vet.-Captain N. D. Gunn 
(Assistant Inspector General, Simla); Annual Report 
of the C.V.D. of Bengal, by Vet.-Captain Raymond ; 
Archives de Parasitologie paraisant tous les trois mois 
sous la direction, de Raphaél Blanchard ; The Veteri- 
narvan foi three months ; The Veterinary Journal for 
three months ; The Journal of Comparative Pathology 
—_ Therapeutics; The Veterinary Record, 1897-8, 
ol. 10. 
To the Museum.—Native Shoeing Instruments from 


called depdts in which they are treated. 


the Assistant Inspector General, C.V.D., Meerut, N.W.P 
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On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Law- 
son, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the donors. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read the following letter addressed to 
himself, from Mr. Thatcher, the solicitor, with regard to 


bye-lew 67: 
“ July 14th, 1898. 

Dear Sir,—In accordance with instructions, I beg to 
report on what I consider the interpretation to be 
placed on bye-law 67. The bye-law is as follows: “ A 
studeat who is rejected at his first, second, and third 
examinations shall not be eligible for re-examination 
unless he gives satisfactory proof of having attended 
the lectures and general instruction of the school at 
which he was educated during the interval between such 
rejection and the ensuing examination. There is no 
comma after the word “educated,” nor is any special 
period of time indicated beyond the interval between 
two examinations, nor is there any bye-law prohibiting a 
student from changing his school. Having regard to the 
reading of the bye-law I am of opinion that it is open 
to the interpretation that a student can leave one school 
and study at another between his rejection and re- 
examination, but I am bound to admit | arrive at this 
conclusion with a considerable amount of hesitation, 
and [ would suggest that the bye-law should be altered 
so as to put the question beyond doubt.” 

The Secretary read the following letter from the 
Solicitor with regard to Registration, State Aid Grant, 
dated 3rd August, 1898 : 

“Dear Mr. Hill,—The Government have lately ar- 
ranged to allow the Law Society an annual grant of 
£2,500 towards their expenses in connection with the 
discipline of their members, and prosecution of un- 

ualified persons. I see that the Medical Council on 
the 20th July, last, through some member of the House, 
asked fora similar grant, but the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer said that inasmuch as solicitors paid a large 
annual duty to the Government they had some right to 
y+ pa aid, but that did not apply to professions which 
did not contribute. Although the answer to the Medi- 
cal Council would apply to the members of the veteri- 
nary profession as well, still, I think the matter is so 
important, that the attention of the Council should be 
directed to it, as it is possible that if joint action were 
taken by the Medical Council and ourselves, something 
might be done ; even if they only gave us £100 or £200 
a year, it would be a great help. Perhaps you will 
kindly submit this letter to the President, and if he 
thinks it of sufficient importance bring it before the next 
Conncil meeting.” 

Mr. Dottar: [| move “That the President be em- 
powered, with the assistance of the Solicitor and Secre- 
tary, to enter into correspondence with the General 
Medical Council with a view to co-operating with that 
— * obtaining a grant of money such as that sug- 
gested. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

The SecreTARY read a letter from the Veterinary 
Board of Victoria (3 Queen Street, Melbourne) dated 1st 

August, 1898, enclosing a petition from the Board, to- 
gether with the Veterinary Surgeons’s Act, Regulations 
of the Veterinary Board of Victoria, the Veterinary List 
of Victoria, 1898, and the Prospectus of the Melbourne 
V College. 
PrestpeENT: think Mr. Hill can read 
ny portion of the petition which will give you the pe 

The Secretary: Clause 7 gives you the poi 
petition. It says, “That is 

our petitioners that you will carefully, and if possible 

avourably consider the request implied in the above 
er atin namely, that the graduates of the Melbourne 
eterinary College after having obtained the diploma 


granted by the Veterinary Board of Victoria may be 
allowed tobe examined by the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons with the object of obtaining the diploma of 
the R.C.V.S.” 

Professor EpGar: I beg to move that the letter be 
acknowledged, and that it be referred to the Examina- 
tion Committee for consideration, and that a draft letter 
be drawn up in answer to it. f 

Mr. Axpson seconded the motion, which was agreed to, 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. TriGGER read the report of the Finance Con- 
mittee dated October 4th, which stated that the vou- 
chers and receipts for payment during the preceding 
quarter had been examined and found correct, and 
recommended that the liabilities should he discharged 
arti nae drawn for the amounts. A letter from 
Messrs. Fraser, Stoddart, and Ballinghall, ve the Walley 
Memorial Fund, together with the draft Declaration of 
Trust had been carefully considered, and the Committee 
recommended that the Council should accept it, 
snbject to its being submitted to the Solicitor for his 
Opinion and approval. Hesaid: This is the first time 
we have had so satisfactory a balance as £615, but I 
wish the Council to bear in mind that we owe £500 for 
stock which we had to sell to tide over bad times. | 
beg to move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Srmpson, as chairman, read the report of the 
Registration Committee, which met on the 3rd October. 
It appeared that correspondence had been read in which 
questions were asked by several members as to what 
advertising could be allowed, and the secretary was 10- 
structed to reply that the committee declined to express 
an opinion and referred the applicants to bye-law 113. 
The applications of Mr. W. T. G. Hodgins and Mr. A. 
Roberts for restoration to the Register appearing to 
in due order it was recommended that they should be 
acceded to on payment of the usual fee. The solicitor 
reported that in the case against J. Emsley, a nov: 
member, for using the words “ veterinary shoeing forge, 
he had been prosecuted, convicted, and fined £1 and 14s. 
costs. In the case of James Wheelan (trading # 
Wheelan, Brothers) he had been prosecuted, convicted, 
and fined 5s. and £5 costs, or two calendar months I 
prisonment in default. He was allowed time for pay 
ment, but not having done so, had been sent to prise? 
The committee had considered various cases which co 
prised complaints against non-members for using the 
word “veterinary,” and against members for advertising 
and had directed that cautionary notices should be sent 
in several instances, and in two cases the solicitor was 
instructed to ascertain if there were sufficient ground" 
prosecution. The committee recommended that 1 
considered unprofessional-on the part of a member 
the College to hold the appointment of farrier, — 
corporal, farrier-sergeant, and farrier-sergeant-mal” 
any regiment whether regulars, yeomanry, OF volun a 
It was resolved that a cautionary notice in the cas? he 
advertising or other complaints against member it 
drawn up by a sub-committee to consist of the a ’ 
the chairman, the secretary, and the solicitor. 4 “bo 
mittee considered the case of William Pettigre™, | 
had been convicted on the 12th April last before 
Sheriff-Substitute of Lanark ona charge of atten 
fraud against an insurance company and fined £29. os 
committee reported that they considered the “oe of 
within Section VI. of the Veterinary Surges) fore 
1881, but having regard to the circumstances ~ Counel 
them they recommended that in the event of the 
deciding to strike off Mr. Pettigrew’s name, * 
tion to restore it after reasonable time,, cour ould be 
evidence of good behaviour in the meantime, 8 
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ence in the regulations of the two Colleges were reported 


qualification as defined in bye-law 52, and the schedule 


common school education, certified by the teacher under 


certified that two-thirds of the Council were present, was 


| the essrs. Hodgins and Roberts should be restored to 
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favourably considered. The committee further reported 
that Mr. Alexander Wynd had applied for registration 
asa colonial practitioner, and that they had considered 
the application and the evidence in support. The differ- 


as follows: The Royal College requires an educational 


in the Register relating thereto; while the Ontario 
Veterinary College on the other hand required only a 


whom the person studied, and failing that the candidate 


must pass an examination in reading, writing, and spell- 


ing. The professional qualification was also different. 
The Royal College required four sessions and four pro- 
fessional examinations, while the Ontario College re- 
quired only two sessions and two examinations. The 
committee was of opinion that Mr. Wynd’s diploma was 
not sufficient to entitle him to registration, having regard 
to the facts and the enactments of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons’ Act, 1881, Section XITi., sub-section 3. 
On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Mul- 
vey, the report was adopted. 
r. Smmpson then moved formally that the name of 
William Pettigrew be struck off the Register. 
Mr. Wrace seconded the motion, which, on its being 


carried. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and Mr. Wragg seconded, the 
following motion, “That this Council, having considered 
the application of Mr. Alexander Wynd, a graduate of 
the Ontario Veterinary College, for registration as a 
colonial practitioner it is resolved *That the application 

e refused on the ground that his diploma does not fur- 
nish a sufficient guarantee of the possession of the 
requisite knowledge and skill for the efticient practice of 
veterinary surgery.’” 

_ Professor EDGAR suggested that that was a very dras- 
tic reason when the Canadian College did recognise that 
It was a sufficient guarantee. He thought the Council 
Was unnecessarily passing strictures on that College. 

_ The Sourcrror (Mr. Thatcher) said it was referred to 
in the Act. 

a SIMPSON said that it was the opinion of the Coun- 
q » formed long ago, that the students of the Ontario 
Veterinary College were not sufficiently educated to be 
{ualified, and for that reason the council had hitherto re- 

= to recognise that College. 
= DoLar asked if there were any objection or legal 
obstacle in the way of adding to the resolution the words 

the United Kingdom.” 

Five oulettoR said the case would go before the 
we J pape. and he did not wish the resolution to be 
a oq Many way, or that anything which they put 
Th drat should _ be used against the Council. 
tes ing the resolution he had very carefully followed 

ording of sub-section 4 of section 13. 

€ resolution was agreed to. 

ormal resolution was then passed that the names 


e 
another on payment of the usual fee, and also 
resolution endorsing the reasons given in the 


report 
to recognise Mr. Wynd as a colonial 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Examinati, 28 Chairman, read the report of the 
appeared tr Committee which met on October 3rd. It 
Williams ii a letter had been received from Mr. P. H. 
Modern, asking if the Welsh language was considered 
should cons © Secretary was instructed to reply that he 
list, and if * wage examining body enumerated in the 
be brought qualifying certificate it would 
Mr. Close in ren” the Council. A letter was read from 
‘from the sol; regard to his certificate, as was also a letter 


Mr. Mutve 


instructed to inform Mr. Close that the committee could 
not see its way to entertain his request. All the certifi- 


Jiirgensen, which was incomplete. The Council had 
carefully considered the reports of the May examination 
in Scotland, and recommended : (1) that Mr. Rutherford 
be asked to obtaina more suitable room for the written 
examination in Glasgow ; (2) that books be provided for 
the examination instead of loose sheets, and that the 
matter be left in the hands of the chairman and secre- 
tary ; (3) that not less than three members of Council be 
asked to attend the written examinations in England and 
Scotland by rotation. 

On the motion of Prof. Pritchard, seconded by Mr. 
Fraser, the report was adopted. 


MeMorRIAL COMMITTEE. 


The SEcrETARY read the report of the Steel Memorial 
Committee which recommended that Dr. Fleming and 
Principal Williams should be the recipients of the 
medals. 

Mr. Stmpson moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Dotuar: The first remark I should like to make 
is that it seems to me that it is singularly incomplete, 
because I think one of the points which should have 
been brought before the Council is that these honours 
were conferred by a majority of two. I think that is an 
important point, and it is also important that there were 
more than two persons’ names mentioned. But I go 
further than that and I say that some persons in the 
Council were rightly or wrongly under the impression 
that this memorial] had been instituted and the medal 
provided for the reward of more or less recent work, of 
work performed within the last decade orso. But appa- 
rently in that opinion they were in error, and the Com- 
mittee has, by its conclusion, indicated to us that the 
medal may be awarded to persons who have practically 
retired veterinary practice altogether, and who are no 
longer directly interested in the progress of the profes- 
sion. It was suggested by the proposer of the two suc- 
cessful candidates that the younger members of the 
profession would all in turn have their opportunity of 
competing for the medal, and I think that is a ver 
proper suggestion. I will adopt that view, and I will 
suggest that under these circumstances, and as it seems 
that the medal is to be awarded, amongst other things, 
for advanced age, that there are two gentlemen who have 
been doing work in the profession and who are at a much 
more advanced age than those who have been nominated 
and whose integrity and social position, lineage and 
worth I think none will deny. Therefore, sir, on that 
basis [ beg to propose the names of Professor Simonds, 
well known 40 or 50 years ago I think as one of the pro- 
moters of veterinary literature in the shape of 7'he 
Veterinarian, a member of the Veterinary College, and 
adviser to her Majesty's Government, and whose ances- 
tors, I believe, came over with the conqueror, and Pro- 
fessor G. T. Brown, C.B., adviser to the Agricultural 
Degevtenent, the possessor of very distinguished orders 
and positions. Both gentlemen were long antecedent to 
those who have been nominated by the Committee, in 
fact, the latter in comparison with the former are mere 
boys, whose time may presently come. I hope you will 
see the question from my standpoint, and will not allow 
these comparative new-comers in the profession to usurp 
all the honours. I propose the names of Professor 
Simonds and Professor G. T. Browne. 

A Memper: Sir George Browne, I think you mean / 

r Mr. Dotxar: Sir George Browne. I beg your par- 
on. 

The Presipent: If there is no seconder to the amend- 

ment I will put the original motion. 

Mr. TRIGGER supported the motion and cxpeemed great 
regret that Mr. Dollar as a member of the Steel Memo- 


lcitor on the subject, and the secretary was 


rial Committee should have proposed other gentlemen’s 


cates were accepted with the exception of that of Mr. 
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names to the Council in a satirical manner, and in a 
manner not at all in accordance with their dignity. If 
Mr. Dollar wished to bring forward those names _he 
should have done so in the Committee yesterday. The 
manner in which the matter had’ been received by the 
Council was shown by the fact that Mr. Dollar had got 
no seconder. He though it was lamentable that such 
an attack should have been made. 
The original motion was agreed to. 


Report oF THE CourT oF EXAMINERS. 


The SECRETARY read the report of the Court of Ex- 
aminers, from which it appeared that 38 students had 
been admitted as members of the profession. 

On the motion of Mr. Srmpson, seconded by the Pre- 
sident, a vote of thanks was passed to the principals and 
professors of the ne schools in which the exami- 
nations had been held for the help they had rendered. 


Dates oF FELLOWSHIP AND PROFESSIONAL 
EXAMINATION. 


Professor DEwAR moved that the written examination 
be held on Friday, the 9th December, which after some 
discussion was agreed to. It was also agreed that the 
Oral Examination should commence in London on the 
Monday following, viz., December 12th. Saturday, the 
10th December was fixed for the Fellowship Examina- 
tion. 

SECRETARY TO THE ScoTTiIsH SECTION OF THE BoaRD 
oF EXAMINERS. 

On the motion of Mr. Wraaa, seconded by Professor 
PritcHarD, Mr. Rutherford was appointed Secretary to 
the Scottish section of the Board of Examiners. 


OBITUARY. 
The SecrETARY read the Obituary list. 
Notice or Morton spy Proressor W. QO. WILLIAMS. 


Professor WILLIAMS gave notice that at the next quar- 
terly meeting of Council he would move, “That powers 
be obtained by the R.C.V.s8. to grant an additional de- 
gree to members of the R.C.V.S., and to be known as 
that of Veterinary Officer of Health degree ; that this 
degree be granted to members of the R.C.V.S. only, and 
after passing an examination in the following subjects :— 
The working of the various Acts of Parliament referring 
to matters appertaining to veterinary hygiene, recognition 
of contagious infectious diseases of the lower animals 
and particularly those transmissible to man, meat in- 
spection, sanitation, chemical and microscopical exami- 
nation of waters, soils, atmospheres, secretions, excre- 
tions, discharges, fluids and solids of the body, also of 
plants and other matters which may purposely or inad- 
vertently be introduced into the animal body. 


STANDING ORDERs. 


Mr. Dottar: I wish toask the Council to di 
Parliamentary Committee to draw up for Papi, 
direction and enlightenment of the Council standing 
orders for the management of its business. Every other 
body with which I am acquainted has such standing 
orders for the management of debate. They would be a 
great convenience not only to new members of the pro- 
fession, who enter the Council for the first time, and who 
have to learn what our very uncertain procedure is by 
painful to those gentlemen who 
occupy the chair, and wou rev: i 
prevent any difference of 

r. Stmpson : [ beg to second that. Ith 
years occurred to me that it is very hockey “The 
chairman for the time being is put in an uncomfortable 
position because he has to rule absolutely what in hi 
opinion is the correct method of procedure. If we hats 
these standing orders for our guidance I think that the 
business of the Committees, and also the Council, short 


as it has been to-day, will be got through in a much 
shorter time. 

The PrestpENT : I think this is one of the best things 
I have heard since I have been a member of the Council. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The PrestDENT: That terminates the quarterly meet- 
ing and now we form ourselves into a special meeting. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


The Council then resolved itself into a special meeting 
for the purpose of considering certain proposed altera- 
tions of regulations and bye-laws of which notice had 
been given. Mr. A. W. Mason occupied the chair, and 
the following members were present: Messrs. Abson, 
Ajten, Barrett, Cope, Dewar, Dollar, Duck, Fraser, 
Hartley, Lawson, Locke, McFadyean, McCall, Mulvey, 
Penberthy Pritchard, Shave, Simpson, Trigger, Wart- 
naby, W. O. Williams, and Wragg. Mr. Geo. Thatcher 
(solicitor) and Mr. A. W. Hill (secretary) were also 
present. 

The minutes of the special meeting of July 1st were 
confirmed. 

Mr. WartNaBY moved with regard to class ‘C’ exami- 
nation (4 years) “ That the examination of students in 
materia medica, pharmacy, etc., be made a practi 
one.” He said: Under the three years course this ex- 
amination was a practical one, and as I believe that a 
very great improvement took place with the change i 
the education of the students. Why it was left out of 
the four-years’ course I am ata loss to understand. You 
will no doubt agree with me that it is our duty in these 
examinations to see that'practice keeps pace with theory, 
and that every veterinary surgeon ought to be able to 
write a prescription and dispense his medicines neatly 


‘| and efficiently. At present under the synopsis of materia 


medica, etc., there is no mention made of dispensing, 
and this, I think, precludes the examiners from touching 
upon this subject. Teachers naturally object toa stl: 
dent being examined on asubject outside the synops. 
I think that this practical examination ought to % 
added to the table, and that facilities should be afforded 
the examiners to carry it out. I sincerely 3 that it 
is not at all distasteful to the teachers. I have vely 
good reasons for knowing that the examiners them- 
selves desire i}, and it is also desired by a very late 
number of leading men in the profession. : 

Mr. TRIGGER seconded the motion. He said: I 4 
not see myself any difficulty in the matter, even as 0" 
regulations stand now. I think there is a genera idea 
that the materia medica and pharmacy examination 
should be to some extent practical. I believe the +" 
was that by having three students in the room the 
the same time, very much as is done in surgery 1 
final, it could be done. One examiner could be taking 
student in theory whilst the other examiners oul it 
the dispensing of medicines. I believ® 
will be only carrying out the intention of the Coun 
when the regulations were framed. ‘ dsl 

Mr. Mutvey, in supporting the resolution, ” the 
must point out that had the instructions giveD "|. 
Council at the time the four-years course was 2 
into operation been carried out, there would hich 
necestity for this resolution. In the discussion osicie 
took me it was stated that dispensing of ™ also 
would come under the head of pharmacy. /t he taken 
moved and carried that three students should 


conjointly. 
he PRESIDENT : [ take it tthe examiners have 
en carrying out our instructions. they have? ot 


Mr. Mutvey: My own opinion is tha 
been definitely intructed. d he hoped 
Professor McFapyean : Mr. Wartnaby s¥ would nt 


the proposal which he had just laid before 4 
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can hardly be carried out. A practical examination in 
pharmacy, of course, is quite possible. It occurs to me 
that if Mr. Wartnaby had the opportunity of thinking 
this matter over a little longer he would be able to put 
before us something which would be really more accept- 
able, and which I believe everybody could vote ne 
There is a desire that practical pharmacy should be 
introduced, but our bye-law or our regulation in the C 
examination says that the examination for materia 
medica, pharmacy, therapeutics, and toxicology, shall 
occupy for the written examination two hours and for 
the oral only 15 minutes. It would be absolutely im- 
possible for the examiner to examine the student orally 
at a table and set him to work for a sufficient time to 
test his knowledge from practical work of that kind ; 
and for that reason I suggest to Mr. Wartnaby whether 
under all the circumstances—because J am most desirous 
of not voting against a practical examination, but, as 1 
pointed out, in its present form one is bound to vote 
against it—he can see his way to applying to the 
Council for leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Warrnasy : If you will allow me to withdraw 
my resolution I shall be very pleased to do so, on the 
suggestion which is made by Professor McFadyean to 
instruct the examiners to carry this out in a practical way. 

Mr. Fraser: Professor McFadgean’s suggestion is a 
very good one, and Mr. Wartnaby withdrawing his 
motion isa practical course, but if the examiners have 
not time to carry these suggestions out what is the 
advantage of it. 

_ PrestpEent ; I think that is as far as we can go 
to-day. 

Prof. McFapyEan: It is to be distinctly understood 
that my amendment implies that the present time is 
sufficient for that as for other subjects. 

Mr. Fraser: It cannot be done in a quarter of an hour. 

Prof. PenspertHy: Is it feasible, sir, for Mr. Wart- 
naby to withdraw on any condition, or must he withdraw 
it in toto? 

The PrestpENT : I was going to ask him to withdraw 
and then ask you to accept Professor McFadyean’s 
amendment. 

Prof. PenBerTHY : [f he cannot do so [ should suggest 
to him that he allow Professor McFadyean’s amendment 
to be put and carried. 

The Presipent: He cannot do it: this a bye-law. 

Prof. McFapyean: My amendment does not involve 
any alteration of the bye-law. 

The PrestpENt: Mr. Wartnaby’s proposition is the 
alteration of a bye-law, and yours came up on his sug- 
gestion. 

Prof. McFapygan : If Mr. Wartnaby moves an altera- 
tion of a bye-law, how does it come up, then ? 

The PrEsIDENT : Notice has been given. 

_ Prof. McFapyean : Then what is the obstacle in put- 
ting it now? . 

he PRESIDENT : He does not want it. 

Mr. Barrett: May I ask if you rule that an amend- 
ment to a motion to alter a bye-law cannot be moved. 

The Presipent: You must either accept it or reject it. 

Mr. Barrett: I see Mr. Trigger laughing. I am 
— aware of my friend Mr. Trigger’s ruling, but Prof. 

enberthy in the chair last year I believe ruled just the 
on amendment T wink 

Mr. Wartnasy : If you will allow me, sir i 
willing to withdraw this resolution seeing a “this = 
cussion will bring about what I desire. 

Mr. TriccER (who seconded the motion) : I will give 
my permission on the same ground, that I believe the 
discussion to-day will have the desired result. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

(To be continued.) 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 


TRAUMATIC DISEASES OF THE HORSE'S 
FOOT. 


Discussion. 


Mr. R. Ruruerrorp: After having gone carefully 
through the Principal’s paper I find myself so thoroughly 
in accord with the major portion of what he says, that | 
may say at once, it is not my intention to enter into any 
criticism of it—I shall rather endeavour to add to it, 
and in doing so shall only quote from my own ex- 
perience. 
gou will notice, gentlemen, that there is a little dis- 
agreement as to the title of the subject—for while a 
paper has been called for on “Traumatic inflammation 
of the Horse’s Foot,” the Principal heads his remarks as 
“Traumatic Diseases of the Horse’s Foot.” This differ- 
ence is however really of no consequence, for I appre- 
hend that what we have to discuss to-day is not so much 
the injuries to which the foot is liable, but what is “ the 
outstanding condition” attending such, and what treat- 
ment we find to be the most successful for its reduction. 

Traumatic inflammation of the foot as a subject for 
discussion is of undeniable importance to all practi- 
tioners, and it is especially so to the town practitioner 
for this reason, that according to my experience and in- 
formation it is only in town practices that cases vccut 
to any extent. 

Yurning now to the paper I find that in his opening re- 
marks, and doubtless in recognition of the fact that 
lameness is usually a symptom of foot injury, the Princi- 

] makes some reference to the liability which exists 

or a mistake to be made in seeking for the seat and 
cause thereof, and that even that distinguished diagnoser 
of lameness Professor Dick could make a mistake. 
course he could, socan Professor Williams. I am sure 
he will admit it and pardon me for saying so, and so cal 
every other professor and every surgeon in this or any 
other country. I do not go the length of an esteemed 
friend whom I have honed contend that with few excep- 
tions the diagnosis of lameness is more frequently than 
otherwise guess work, but I do say that it is rubbish for 
people to claim that there is any gift about it, and that 
some have this so-called gift to the exclusion of others, 
for while I hold that to some practitioners the correct 
diagnosing of lameness comes easier than to others, 8 

in doing so is the result only of close observation an¢ 
methodical procedure allied to a good ‘knowledge © 
anatomy, to a large, a constant, and above all to a long 
experience, and that withal any and all of us are, iable 
to, and at times do err. I do not think the practitioner 
exists who is always right, especially at a first examin 
tion. The moral is, there are occasions when it 1s ¥° 
to remember the old adage that “a wise head keepsé 
still tongue.” 

The Principal rightly insists upon the obligation which 
rests upon us in the cases of suddenly occurring - 
ness of removing the shoe and makinga thorough exam! 
nation of the foot—in this I am entirely with him— “ 
I cannot agree with him where he allows It ®. abet 
matter of opinion if there is any call to be so particn’, 
in cases where the lameness has come on gra ually. “two 
is difficult gentlemen to draw the line between 1°" 
conditions. I have certainly seen a few cases —, 
nature of an injury precluded the removal of the § ° 
with such rare exceptions however, I think the pm 
practice is, in all cases recent or otherwise, remo 00 
shoe and thoroughly satisfy yourself as to the cop 
of the foot. 
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It is the Principal’s opinion that the most common 
traumatic cause of lameness is due to pressure of the 
shoe inducing corns. I presume he refers only to harness 
horses—-otherwise I cannot agree with him, for they 
certainly are not the most common cause in the class of 
horse in which we most frequently get such cases. If I 
had to give an opinion on the matter I should most 
decidedly say pricks of one kind and another received 
in shoeing are far more common causes, and that they 
most frequently lead to serious traumatic inflammation. 

Next in frequency I would place some one of the 
minor errors or faults in shoeing, the results of which if 
they are neglected may be serious, but are in most in- 
stances immediately remedied by the removal and 
alteration of the shoe. aa 

Passing again to the paper we find the Principal says 
that corns are confined to the fore feet, one in a hind 
foot being so rare that they are practically non-existent. 
Well gentlemen I have frequently seen them in the hind 
feet, non-suppurating and suppurating, but mostly in 
heavy draught horses where the cause seems to be pres- 
sure from the shoe, just as in the fore feet, more especi- 
ally if the heels are thin and low—with what I call a 
large fleshy frog—corns in such cases are more trouble- 
some than in the fore feet, the retrossal process more 
frequently being involved in the diseased conditions 

resent. 

. As regards the causes of corns, these undoubtedly 
arise chiefly from shoeing. Out of thousands of young 
unshod horses which at one period of my life passed 
under my observation, it was the rarest thing in the 
world to find even the slightest sign of discolouration. 
It is only when the horse is broken in and shod that 
corns begin to make their appearance. Then there is 
the mistake of allowing shoes to remain on too long, 
the shoe goes forward with the foot, the foot spreads 
over it, and the shoe becomes embedded in the heel. 
That, and several other things, are the causes. But the 
cause seems to be immaterial: the main thing is to 
remedy it, and I quite agree with the remarks cf the 
Professor on this point as to the advisability of in many 
cases simply cutting off an inch or an inch-and-a-half of 
the inside of the heel, so as to remove the pressure at 
once. I rather think he says he does not recommend 
premature cutting of horn. I think it is advisable in all 
cases to be satisfied that what appears to be simply red- 
ness of horn does not cover an underlying secretion 
which if it is left there will end in pus being formed. I 
make ita rule when I examine a corn to be perfectl 
satisfied that I have a surface which will heal when 
take the pressure off it. Corns as arule are most diffi- 
cult to treat in thin-heeled horses, because there you 
int seldom get a severe bruise in the heel without get- 
rs 4 suppurating corn, and that often leads to disease 

7 fre pedal bone and to some sloughing of the tissues, 

which frequently spreads to the cartilage and may give 

swe endless trouble for months. I therefore make a 

nae opening for the exit of pus as early as 

thet cases which the Professor refers to of pricks in 
rw pr and picked up nails are more serious. To 
then of on another condition, viz., the acute inflamma- 
and from — of the foot from overcutting of the toe, 
of 8 foot € application of a heated shoe to the thin toe 


thar nt regard to pricks in shoeing, the Professor thinks 
nee are becoming less. That is not my experience. 
be legs j say that — in shoeing are less. They may 
who ice establishments owned by veterinary surgeons 
in shoei eee foreman and insist upon certain rules 
many private establishments where 
Pricks g © shod by the smith of those establishments 
Sate no less than ever they were, and, as a rule, 


well done. The Professor says, or infers, and quite 
correctly, that in nine cases out of ten these injuries 
were very easily put right—removing the shoe, cleaning 


will be alright in a few days. But it is the tenth case 
which gives us the bother, and it is the treatment of the 
tenth case to which I wish to direct your attention. I 
do not follow the Professor quite in his treatment of 
gathered nails, say at the side of the frog, involving the 
flexor tendon and finally the coffin joint. He describes 
an operation which I should very much like to see done 
and see the horse recover from. I think it would be a 
very unlikely thing for many cases to recover where you 
remove the horny frog, the fatty frog, and_ scrape the 
tendon, because as a rule, in my experience, long Cine 
the horse is in a condition that will demand such treat- 
ment the inflammation has spread to the coffin — and 
very probably has made its appearance in all directions 
pen the coronet. I have had cases of that kind re- 
cover through no operative procedure whatever with the 
exception of having the foot immersed in an antiseptic 
bath continually day and night for some weeks, washing 
out the abscesses and keeping the horn thin below the 
coronet if necessary. Whenever I get a case of picked 
up nail in the vicinity of the coffin joint I look upon it 
as serious, and J make it a rule to remove the whole, or 
nearly the whole, of the horny frog in anticipation of any 
subsequent inflammation. Inflammation once started 
there from the passage of a nail or from any substance 
of that kind is B acowe sure to spread around and back- 
wards, so that it is of importance to anticipate it. One 
peculiarity about a picked up nail is this, that a horse 
may be brought to you and you may treat it and dress it 
antiseptically, and he will work for several weeks sound 
and then turn out a very bad case. How often do you 
find a horse pricked, pricked perhaps a month before, 
and only show a lameness on the second shoeing, and in 
opening the seat of the injury you find pus of a black 
colour? I have noticed that injuries to the feet heal 
very much easier where there is black pus than where 
ou have the ordinary yellow pus. I have seen horses. 
in such a condition, temperatures of 104 or 105, refus- 
ing all food, standing with their heads jammed up in a 
corner of their stall, absolutely unable to put their feet 
anywhere near the ground, suffering the extremest of 
torture. Insuch cases I say it is only wasting time to 
trust to poultices, and fomentations, and morphia. 
What is the cause of all the suffering? It is inflamed 
tissue confined between the unyielding horn on the one 
side and the unyielding bone on the other, and the 
quickest way of relieving it is that which I adopted 
some years ago, viz., at once stripping off the horn. The 
Professor mentions stripping, but he does not make you 
any the wiser by saying how he does it. It is very im- 
portant in stripping a horse for pricked foot to do it so 
that one operation will be all that is required. When 
you are thoroughly satisfied that you have a horse 
with a severe pricked foot, with a portion of 
necrosed laminz to which there is probably attached 
a thin plate of the pedal bone, you may make up 
your mind if that horse is not stripped you will have 
a dead one, or at best you will have a case lasting for 
probably many months. The practitioner who does not 
at once strip I hold is negligent of that horse’s best 
interests, let alone his client’s. Stripping I always per- 
form with the horse standing. 1 do not recollect ever 
having chloroformed a horse for stripping, I have always 
managed to do it by a smith holding up the foot. If 
there isany bulging at the coronet you may make up 
our mind that pus is making its way to the top. I use 
rench drawing knives. The English drawing knife is 
no good atall for stripping a horse’s foot. I have seen 
a great many imitations of the French knives but they 


ow 
to wan system of high nailing, the determination 
© nails “ well up,” when a horse is pricked it is 


are not so good. If possible I try to save a portion of 
the wall near the toe to keep the foot together ; if I am 


the injury well out, and in nine cases out of ten the horses. 
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compelled to do it I remove the whole. I make the 
longitudinal cuts the whole way down from the coronet 
until [come down to the lamine, until it is as thin 
asa piece of tissue paper, and I slit it open in all 
directions, making half a dozen slits from the coronet 
to the bottom. > 
There is a shoulder of horn where the vertical laminz 
terminate, at the junction with the coronary band. This 
shoulder underlies the coronary cushion and is not easily 
reached, but if you do not pass your bistourie below that 
horn and carefully divide it your operation is of no use, 
because that little portion of horn which is difficult to 
et at will prove as destructive as if the whole of the 
Sate was left on. It acts as a contracting band, and so 
tight is it that almost invariably when you cut through 
it the gap in the hcof opens out to the extent of nearly 
half an inch in a very few minutes. Immediately under- 
lying this portion of the wall you will almost invariably 
find an abscess which finally would have found its way 
through the coronet. I do not remove, as the Professor 
recommends and practices I think, the necrosed portion 
of the tissue at once. After I have slit the lamine I 
have done all that is necessary. The dead tissue will 
come away itself and very probably with less trouble and 
less pain to the horse than if you remove it. After slit- 
ting I apply cold poultices over carbolised dressings, and, 
asa rule, they require very little treatment afterwards. 
The whole thing is to lay the part open in the manner I 
have suggested and to poultice and dress with carbolised 
dressing. While the necrosed portion is separating the 
other parts are healing very rapidly. The same line of 
treatment applies to all the other acute inflammatory 
conditions of the foot, whether of the sole or of the wall 
and I insist in every case on thorough removal of all 
over-lying horn, and having done that allow the 
eo portions to come away of themselves.—(Ap- 
plause. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME : If I were to direct my attention 
to any particular point in the paper it would be with re- 
spect to the treatment of quittor. , seared has been, and 

robable is, the bugbear of all who have to deal with it. 
ith respect to myself it is so, and I daresay most of 
our town practitioners find it so. We are scarcely ever 
without a case of quittor, and sometimes we have two 
or three cases to deal with. The causes have been 
enumerated—largely gathered nails and pricks. I well 
remember Mr. Greaves at one of these meetings asking 
fora cure for quittor, and saying if someon: would only 
give us a ph or a lotion which would cure quit- 
tor what a grand thing it would be, and we all echoed 
it. I have tried pretty nearly every remedy which has 
come before my notice, but with indifferent success. 
Some two or three years ago a _ brother practitioner, Mr. 
Dacre, read a paper before the Lancashire Society in 
connection with the treatment of quittor, and brought 
pa He had stripped that part of the wall over 
the quittor, taken out a piece of the coronary band, and 
exposed the lateral cartilage, and in all those cases he 
had found as a cause of the persistence of the quittor a 
portion of necrosed cartilage, pale green in colour, not 
completely separate from the cartilage. But having re- 
moved the small piece of cartilage effectually he found 
that his cases scarcely gave him any more trouble. [ 
was very much struck with the evidencg he brought be- 
fore us and I at once adopted it. Since then I have 
probably done fifty operations, and they are exception- 
ally valuable. Every now and then you have trouble 
in the cartilage and you have recrudescence. But b 
the foot and afterwards taking up de 
portion of coronary substance and finding what has been 
the cause of the persistence of quittor, and then remov- 
ing that cause, one has excellent results. There is onl 
one point to which a man’s attention may be directed vd 
the performance of that operation, and that is that it 
ome be performed unless it is a bloodless operation. 


If there is any hemorrhage it simply hides what you 
want to see, and you cannot do it. When the horse js 
cast the leg is held up, and a rubber bandage is tightly 
put on. Having thus controlled the hemorrhage you 
will be able to see precisely and definitely what you are 
seeking for and remove it. I could not help smiling 
when Mr. Rutherford, in opening the subject in a broad 
trenchant manner, at once dismissed as rubbish there 
being any genius in the location of lameness. Mr, 
Rutherford will not forget that in brushing away that 
idea he will at the same time brush away the idea that 
there is any genius in the matter of music, and language 
or mathematics. There are some men whom all the 
labour in the world will never make mathematicians 

and there are others who would never become musicians : 
there are other men who, with all their training and 

skill and trouble and pains, are no good at diagnosing 

meness. Youcan call it genius in mathematics and 

painting, and with respect to diagnosis you may call it 

whatever name you like, but there is something which 

is recognised by us all which some people possess. 

Mr. H. Tuompson : I was pleased to hear Mr. Ruther 
ford recommend the cold water treatment for diseases of 
the feet. I am very fond of the cold water treatment ;! 
never use hot water and have not done so for the last 40 
years. I cannot see why people will pat hot poultices 
on an already elevated temperature. With reference to 
the septic nature of laminitis, | am quite at one with 
Professor Williams. With reference to that case caused 
by the retention of the after-birth in the mare, I come 
across a good many such cases. Probably you have 
noticed how soun the uterus contracts. In less than? 
or 8 days the mare is fit for service again. In the cours 
of 4 or 5 hours it will contract so much that it will hold 
the cleansing very tight and it will be difficult to get 
away, and it undergoes decomposition very quickly. 
use very much care, and in some cases where it has been 
retained for 5 or 6 hours and the uterus has contracted 
to a large extent I fill the uterus with warm water t 
distend it. If you leave the smallest piece it will be sure 
to set up laminitis. After the first injection and cleaning 
out of the uterus I never do it again. I think it is the 
greatest mistake in the world to inject either a cow or 4 
mare after the first time. 

Mr. McGavin : After the remarks of the last speaker 
I may be allowed to say that I differ with regard to 
treatment of retention of the placenta in the mare a4 
cause of laminitis. I have have considerable experienc 
in those cases and my practice is to inject the uterls 
every day or twice a day for perhaps a week. If you“ 
so and use mild antiseptics such as boracic acid ot pe 
mangate of potass you will have very good results. 
you do not you will most likely get lammitis. _ 

Mr. Caton: Speaking of outside corns being mor 
erections than inside corns, that is not my experience 

ith regard to their being behind, I have occasionally 
seen that. I have never seen colts with them, 4 
have shod a good many colts. With regard to corns be 
ing hereditary, I do not believe in it. I think there Is # 
predisposition on the part of some animals with flat hee 
to have corns, but the exciting cause is shoeing. *™% 
Williams says he does not believe in paring @ 0” 
do not see how you are to relieve the pressure without; 
at any rate it is a plan which I have always adoP : 
and I shall be pleased to know how I can relieve 
pressure on the animal’s foot without paring tie | 
do not believe in cutting through unnecessarily, 
am glad of Mr. Ruthertord’s opinion that unless you, 
get to the bottom you do not ‘know what you are mi 
to find. Slinging is suggested as advisable in ee 
cases. My experience is that if the animals can lie 
and get up they should not be slung, because f is 
suffer so much pain. Prof. Williams speaking of lam It 
says it is gross cruelty to sling a horse in that me with 
is a question whether it is policy to sling any ho 
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has ever experienced gout I think he will appreciate 
what pain an animal suffers in foot cases. I have un- 
fortunately had gout, and it creates a fellow feeling for 
the horse. Prof. Williams says that he finds that corns 
are more {requent with nags than cart horses, but my 
experience is Just the other way. I am concerned more 
now with cart horses and probably that may be the 
reason, but I find more corns in cart horses than in 


nags. 
“ir. FAULKNER : I think that all those who have care- 
fully perused this paper by Prof. Williams must have 
felt that our veteran Professor is still brimming over 
with intellectual capacity. The manner in which Mr. 
Rutherford opened the discussion also to my mind forci- 
bly demonstrated the fact that he, too, was not only a 
present master but a past master in the art of dealing 
with such cases. I have been more or less handling such 
cases during the whole of my professional career, and I 
seea very great deal of instruction in this paper. The 
advice given to young veterinary surgeons is most 
excellent. As was remarked by Mr. Rutherford, we are 
none of us infallible. One or two remarks fell from Mr. 
Rutherford which are rather contrary to my experience. 
In the matter of shoeing horses, both in public estab 
lishments and in private ones, I most certainly say that 
tomy mind we have far less of those serious cases of 
pricking, pressing, treads and corns than we had 25 years 
ago. Ido hold this, and I think it is one of the justifi- 
cations of the veterinary surgeon having forges. A 
veterinary surgeon who keeps a forge has to do his work 
well. He is working for the public, and we have now 
with machine nails and less piece work and more day 
work far less of those serious pricking cases than we had 
years ago, and treads and corns in a like manner. Pri- 
vate establishments as a general rule are not under 
veterinary supervision. There are perhaps 400 horses, 
and they do their own shoeing on the place. The 
smiths are under the control of the horse keeper with- 
out any veterinary supervision, and apart from the 
question of injuries in shoeing or arising through shoe- 
ing the work is from 25 to 50 per cent. worse than in a 
ublic establishment kept under veterinary supervision. 
here are one or two pe in this paper that one might 
fairly touch upon. The question, for instance, of warm 
Versus cold antiseptic applications in the subduing of 
pain when you have an animal in a critical condition. 
Speaking for myself I have tried both, but the conclusion 
come to In conserving energy and reducing pain is that 
warm applications of an antiseptic character are cer- 
tainly the best where you haye sloughing going on and 
‘n acute inflammatory action. Further than that, I 
ve experimented myself under certain conditions on 
rh of warm and cold applications and I know 
relief - the most desirable result and which give us 
in oh ty e shortest possible space of time. I certainly 
But th cases go in for warm antiseptic applications. 
the fact ther as has been stated all through the paper, 
only hatf - warm applications are of no use if they are 
inert tone. They must be fully done, and one has 
really ee In certain establishments as to what is 
most advisable course to take under 
Orson eee’. I find that taking carters and such like 
sp, fast work, as a general rule they come into 
ion te ear of corns, but befure many years they are sub- 
indeed ee and it isa very common cause of lameness 
rrof. Williams says, “If the foot has been tam- 
Pered with, the hor t aw. ‘i d b 
ring, the ani ¥ cut away, the sole weakened by 
should remain without shoes and 
then the ‘th In cold water, or poulticed for a few days, 
quently have soarter shoes may be put on.” I fre- 
Without. ¢ as cases where the bearing of an animal 
vates th under these circumstances materially 
on condition, and you frequently get benefi- 
Y putting on comfortable light shoes. You 


an inflamed foot if he can get up and down. If a man | will find your animal as sore as he can be as long as he 


is bearing his weight on the inflamed surface, but put 
him in light shoes and you will find the animal mater- 
ially better. With Mr. Rutherford, I find that where 
you get an animal with undoubted necrosed laminz and 
a portion of the os pedis separating in conjunction with 
the laminz there is no treatment like getting to the 
spot—expose the surface and give them an opportunity. 
I am strongly of opinion that by rasping and slitting up 
you give relief, and even before you get a separation of 
the coronet if the animal is in pain relieve it if possible. 
There is one condition I have noticed at times and that 
is where you get an animal with inflamed lamin 
and a separation of the coronet without any absolute 
necrosis. I have seen these cases where there has been 
simply separation at the coronet between the horn and 
soft tissues without absolute tumefaction of the coronet, 
and there was no necrosis tissue beneath at all. These 
cases are iaterially relieved by rasping, thinning the 
wall, and slitting up, and you do not get any necrosed 
tissue at all. The animal begins to bear weight on the 
foot and goes on alright, and you have no necessity to 
remove the wall at all 
Mr. W. Huntine: Probably there is no question in 
veterinary surgery of more importance and more interest 
to us than this one which Professor Willlams has treated 
so well. Whatever kind of traumatic injury we have, I 
take it the two things we have to treat are the pain in- 
flicted and the tendency to suppuration. It seems to 
me that without going into the various causes of these 
two conditions there is a very big subject merely in the 
consideration of the treatment of suppuration withia the 
hoof. Whatever it be, whether corn or nail, that estab- 
lishes suppuration in the foot, it is our duty to be guided 
by a few general principles. First, we should relieve the 
pain. Next you must come to a correct conclusion 
whether there is any suppuration there or not, and you 
can only estimate that probability by the amount of 
lameness and pain shown by the horse. Take a corn, for 
instance. You get bruise and lameness. There are 
stages in that injury in which it is not difficult to say 
whether you have a bruise ending in a little effusion 
from the sensitive tissue, or whether you have really got 
us formed. I take it if you have pus formed you must 
et it out. If you have not it is quite as essential that 
you should not cut through the hoof. One of the great 
difficulties with all foot cases is the formation of sup- 
puration. One of the worst is something more than 
that, viz., septic infection, and if there is no complete 
excision of the wall, if the continuity of the hoof is not 
destroyed there is very little chance of you having this 
septic infection save when the causal organism has en- 
tered by a wound. There is a great chance of it if you 
once cut through the horn. Therefore it is most impor- 
tant for us to judge as well as we can as to the advisa- 
bility of cutting through the horn. I agree with Mr. 
Rutherford that when once a man has determined that 
he has suppuration in the hoof the sooner it is let out 
the better. I say more, that I agree with Mr. Rutherford 
in the somewhat bold surgery he proposes to prevent de- 
struction of tissue. Ina case, say, in which a horse is 
pricked by a couple of nails and ——e is formed, 
you have nearly always a very rapid destruction of the 
sensitive lamin. I am not bacteriologist enough to say 
how much damage is done by the bacteria there, but [ 
think I may say that a great deal of the change is due 
simply to pressure from the swollen tissues, and you find 
your lamin black and necrosed. Professor Williams 
and Mr. Rutherford are at variance on a point which I 
think is of considerable importance. Mr. Rutherford 
says that when he strips the wall he does it with the 
horse standing. Professor Williams says—and I agree 
with him—“if the lameness and fever become more 


rapidly pronuunced, say in from 12 to 24 hours, the 
horse may be cast, chloroformed, and the wall covering 
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the seat of the injury as well as the necrosed tissues, 
both soft and hard, removed.” I believe we might save 
ourselves a very great deal of trouble and the horse a 
very great deal of suffering 1f we would follow this ad- 
vice. It only wants doing once and doing thoroughly. 
Everybody knows the difficulty of removing the horn 
from a horse which has a very painful diseased foot ; you 
cannot do it properly. You take it out of yourself 
nearly as Ba as the horse, whereas if you put him 
down you can save him the whole of the suffering which 
must follow the use of the rasp and the knife on the 
sensitive foot, and you can do your work with exactness. 
I notice that Professor Williams throughout the whole 
of his paper insists upon the absolute necessity of the 
strictest asepticism. I take that to be the strongest 
point in the paper, and it is one which I think no 
writer has yet sufficiently insisted upon in relation to 
foot cases. Nearly all those cases in which you have 
us break out in three or four different places, in which 
it enters the thecas, spreads all over the coronary and 
frog cushions—nearly all those cases I believe are second- 
ary infections. You have a corn or a nail causing 
suppuration within the hoof, and the first appearance 
of it, if it is not let out at the bottom, is the breaking out 
between hair and hoof, 7.¢., outside of and below the 
coronary band. All your secondary infections break out 
above and within the coronary band. That shows that 
it is not an absolute continuity of process. The matter 
which runs up the lamin and breaks out between hair 
and hoot does not follow the same track, is not due to 
the same original injury, as the suppuration which breaks 
out above the coronary band. . I take it that in every 
case there must have formed a secondary abscess, and 
that that secondary abscess has cut off its communica- 
tion with the a channel of the pus and broken 
out higher up because it is deeper situated. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace: In giving an opinion as to the 
frequency with which pricks occur in the horse’s foot 
now as compared with some years ago, I quite agree 
with my friend Mr. Faulkner. I do not believe that we 
have so much trouble from horses being pricked now as 
we did. [ put that down in a great measure to the much 
better nails which are used—the bright nails. With re- 
gard to corns; in my practice I have not more corns 
now than [ had many years ago. That being so I think 
it behoves us to try as much as possible to tind out 
the causes of corns, and I am at direct issue with my 
friend Mr. Hunting as to the shoe being invariably the 
cause of corn. I knew of two horses, one was my own 
and [ drove it for four months, the other, I think, was 
several months without shoes. My own horse I can 
speak positively about, because it had no corns until I 
drove it without shoes, but during that time it developed 
acorn. As to the other animal, I cannot positively say 
whether it hada corn to begin with or not, but at any 
rate it had a very bad corn during the time it had no 
shoe on. Evidently in these cases the shoe did not 
cause the corn. Then Professor Williams advocates 
very rightly the use of a three-quarter shoe, and that 
very often is a preventive of corns but it is not infallible. 
T have one or two firms where we have great trouble 
with corns, and I remember it with a horse which was 
bought only this year. When he came I adopted the 
principle of shoeing every horse with three-quarter shoes 
to try and prevent these corns. This horse was shod 
with three-quarter shoes. I examined him very care- 
fully before he was shod and he had no corn, but with 

the three-quarter shoe he developed acorn. That proves 
that it is not always preventive. No doubt the 

great 
cause of corns in the cases I have stated, where the shve 
does not touch, was concussion. No doubt in some 
cases, or perhaps the majority of cases, bad shoeing does 
cause corns, but when I am called in to attend horses 
with corns and my client turns round and says, “Oh, it 


is bad shoeing,” I invariably quote these cases. Why 


does the shoeing cause corns? One very frequent cause 
of the shoe causing a corn is when the inside heel of the 
foot is left stronger or longer than the outside heel, 
thereby giving the shoe an uneven bearing. Another 
reason why we have more corns than we did in former 
years is because so much has been written about not 
touching the feet. The smiths now are afraid to touch 
the feet at all-—you see this more particularly at shoe- 
ing competitions. Do not let it be supposed that [ am 
advocating going back to the old system of cutting the 
soles out and taking away the frogs. I never allow the 
soles to be cut if I can possibly help it. With regard 
to quittor, I think the first form of quittor we have to 
treat is that which occurs with suppurating corns. Then 
there is another cause of lameness which occurs, due to 
gengestion of the lamine of the foot. That very often 
causes lameness, and it recurs. Sometimes that conges 
tion assumes a chronic character. [ am very much 
pleased with the capital paper of Prof Williams, and | 
should like to bear my testimony to it. 

Mr. Huntrno, senr.: I did not intend to speak to day 
on shoeing, because I do not know very much about it, 
but it so happens that scarcely anyone has said a_word 
as to a cause of corns other than shoeing. I hold that 
shoeing has not so much to do with the production of 
corns as to the concussion upon the hard roads. For 
the last forty-eight years I have had from six to eight 
thousand animals under my supervision, and [ certainly 
did not have half a dozen cases a year of corn on the 
feet. These are underground animals, walking on the 
soft waggon ways of the pits. That, I think, is entirely 
owing to the fact that these animals are going on 4 
softer material than the hard roads above ground. 
Those of you who have colliery practices know very well 
how extremely rare it is to get anything like a g 
horse shoer down the pits. There is no shoeing so badly 
done as on underground animals, and there is no place 
where there are so few corns or other lamenesses the 
result of shoeing. I take it that this is owing to the 
fact that these animals are going on soft roads rather 
than on hard roads. 

Mr. 8. Locke. I should like to add my meed of 
emg to the Professor for the able manner in which be 

as worked up this subject. The way in which he his 
dealt with it is a treat to all practitioners, and there 8 
no doubt that there is a great deal to learn even at the 
present day. With regard to corns I cannot quite coll 
cide with Mr. Hunting with regard to the cause. There 
is no doubt, to a certain extent, concussion on the 
roads, when a horse is not shod as he ought to be. io 
my mind the existence of corn has a great deal to © 
with the way in which the horses are shod. I am © 
nected with an establishment at Manchester where 
have some 5,000 horses. and those horses are all s. 


with a modification of the Charlier, that is, a short ve 
There are not twenty cases of corn there. a made 


to show that corns are due to shoes resting 0m ©). |, 
of the heel. These horses that I speak of, whic pon 
shod with three-quarter shoes, have just as mu. 
cussion, in fact more so than the generality of es a 
because they are always on stones day by day—they D 
never off the stones, and yet, as I say, there at 
twenty cases coming under treatment from to 
Mr. Rozerts (Tunbridge Wells): I should like 
that for many years I have treated corns as t0 Wi Tims 
prevention in the way laid down by Professor Vit the 
using the three-quarter shoe, and I have foun tised of 
most effectual of all ways that I have ever prc to the 
seen practised. So much so that when I went - ben 
district where I now am it was looked upon * © 
odd and strange method of treatment, but now 
everyone imitates that way. I think i 
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every way F ego a repetition of corns by preventing | tion of pus in the foot. The complications that arise 


bruises. ‘The quarter instead of being thin and shallow | from quittor are also various—necrosis of the os pedis, 4 
becomes deeper and deeper and more extended. necrosis of the laminz, necrosis of the lateral cartilage. i 
Mr. H. Otver: I had no intention of discussing this Que should be treated upon modern up-to-date lines. 
excellent paper of Prof. Williams’, but I must make one | Treat quittor as you would treat an abscess elsewhere, 
or two remarks. To the large majority of us perhaps the | and do not consider too much the kind of tissue that you 
most interesting feature of all the paper was laminitis, | are dealing with. You open the abscess in what you 
which is mentioned in the last part. Prof. Williams | consider the best possible manner, by which I mean the 
points out there,—although this does not strictly come | drainage should be efficient ; you get rid of all necrosed 
under the heading of traumatic injuries to the foot,— | or diseased tissue, whether cartilage or lamine, and 
very plainly, and in my experience most correctly, that | when you have done that the quittor should give you 
this laminitis proceeding from septic irritation of | no more trouble than any other properly treated fistula. 
mucous membrane is much better treated in these days | The quittor that lasts long i gives trouble is the | 
than it was in the past, by using antiseptics directly as | quittor which has been neglected, where temporising : 
far as possible. I entirely agree with him. As so much | methods have been adopted and where some one intro- : 
has been said about corns and concussion I shall for my | duces so much tincture of iodine or some other injection : 
own part say that living in a hunting practice two-| every morning through a little hole. ‘That is what I : 
thirds of the corns I see are in hunters. Mr. Hunting | call tinkering with quittor. With regard to the punc- 
has said that it does not occur in pit ponies because they | ture of the foot by gathered nails, Professor Williams has 
donot get concussion ; but hunters in the west country | entered upon what may be considered the modern sur- : 
do not get concussion either. I take it it is a bruise of | gery of the foot. With regard to the treatment or possi- : 
the sensitive foot from whatever it arises. ble treatment of certain cases of gathered nail, he alluded 
Prof. MacquEEN : If time will permit I should like to | to necrosis of the perforans tendon, and described two 
make a remark or two with regard to Professor Williams’ | operations—one he called the complete operation, and a 
paper. Unlike most of those who have preceded me I | modification known as the incomplete, but he does not 
cannot say that Iam much overburdened with admira- | say that he has himself performed those operations. 
tion for the paper which has been given. With regard | Probably there is not a man in this room who has ever 
eight to the diagnosis of lameness, there is a tradition associa- | performed this operation for the relief or cure of a 
ertainly ted with old Professor Dick’s name that he was able to | gathered nail. If there is I shall be glad to make his 
“on the diagnose lameness in the most remarkable manner. and | acquaintance. Further more | should like to know 
on the Bsomehow that tradition has descended even to the | what his results were—whether he managed to restore 
entirely resent time. There are those who believe now that | that horse to workable usefulness. The operation origi- 
ng on tofessor Dick could not only diagnose the lame leg but | nated in the brain of some scientific nobody on the Con- 
ground. the seat of lameness, although he was situated some tinent. If you believe everything that comes from the 
ery well acy away from the horse and some yards above the | Continent, through a translation, you will have a very 
good evel of the horse. Now if that was not genuis what | busy time. _ 
so badly would you call it ? I have never believed that tradition. Professor WILLIAMs, in reply, said : I quite agree with 
no place Irather incline to the view expressed by my friend Mr. | Mr. Rutherford that no man is perfect in the diagnosis 
.gges the Rutherford that there are not many genuises in exist-| of lameness. I know I make many mistakes myself. 
7 to the ence as regards diagnosis of lameness. I believe that | There is no doubt whatever, particularly in hind leg 
fs rather the genius fails to diagnose lameness in nine cases out | lameness, that there is room for a great difference of 
| of ten because he does not take the trouble. At~-the opinion. Men of experience do, as a rule, agree as to 
meed of Present time the profession is filled with men who are | which leg the horse is lame in, but I have seen exceptions 
which he peels of diagnosing lameness if they will only give|to that. Mr. Rutherford says there is no gift in the 
h he has le same amount of time and attention to. it that they diagnosis of lameness. When Mr. Rutherford has had 
there 8 mre occasionally to other things. Lameness is nearly | to deal with students as long as I have had he will find 
yn at the called I diagnosable, but I do not believe in what is | out that there is a great difference, that some men, as 
nite coil ” ightning diagnosis. There are many cases where | described by my friend Mr. Wolstenholme, have a genius 
». Thete med practitioner, old or young, must see the patients not | for discovering lameness, while in others the gift only 
the bi , ce but several times before he can form a correct | comes after a prolonged period of study. It is exceed- 
o be. 10 rg With regard to the frequency of pricks in | ingly hard work indeed, and to a teacher it seems some- 
eal to do ' oan { jon my friend Mr. Wragg in saying that | times almost an impossible one, to drum the matter into 
[ am col ~ pe not nearly so common as they used to be. With | students. In the diagnosis even of the leg the cross 
where We bail attribute that to the improved condition of the lameness comes up most frequently, and when the horse 
. all shod coy use. As to the cause of corns, | have not been | is lame in the near fore a great many will continue : 
short shoe - Satisfy myself that corns are always due to the | after a long period of study, and after they have gone 
hat seems that a ery often I have been able to satisfy myself | into the world to practice in saying that the horse is 
the inside the etanae attributable to the defective treatment of | lame in the off hind. Mr. Rutherford says that in 
which a the bude to the putting on of the shoe, and when | chronic lameness he always removes the shoe. [ say 
uch wequal in height. With regard to the | that where the lameness has gradually developed the 
of horses Who —— shoe, I know there. are many practitioners | urgency of removing a shoe is a matter of opinion. I do ¢ 
,—they Shoe hae it: Ido not. It is a very useful temporary | not say it should not be removed. The veterinary sur- 
re are 0 old it ti —" than a useful temporary shoe I cannot | geon can remove it or not, as the case may be. It may 
s. three. — - What I have seen occur in cases wher2 a| be necessary or it may be unnecessary, I leave it of 
like to SY is the m ter shoe has been used for a considerable time | course to the common sense and the practical knowledge 
0 cure a ary wane transfer of the seat of injury from the ordi- | of each individual practitioner. But in all cases of 
r Williams Hoot, Th Place to a place a little further forward in the | sudden lameness I distinctly say that the shoe should be 
und it the he sole in teeremity of the three-quarter shoe injures | removed although there is evidence of a cause that 
ractised 0" the ae the very same way that the sole is injured by | might be quite sufficient to induce all the lameness. 
nt into the bay is ra a shoe, With regard to quittor, I beliove the| I did think that the discussion would have turned on 
as @ = Uittor Tl Y coming, if it has not already come, when | the more scientific aspect of the paper, and I rather 
now neatly Bbon quite be regarded as a special disease. 1 look | traversed the original instruction o' the Committee by 
g very Be BS cay, in oes Stmply an abscess of the horse’s foot. It | introducing this question of laminitis. I thought this 
oot # ses in va 4 variety of ways, that is, the initial damage | really would be the point that would be discussed at a 
"ous ways, It is simply due to accumula- ' meeting of this kind because to some extent it contained 
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something new. However, the discussion with the ex- 
ception of my friend Mr. Olver has scarcely touched 
upon that point. It seems to me that corns have been a 
chief feature of the discussion, and Mr. Hunting said 
that I ascribed corns to a variety of causes. Others said 
it was due to concussion and that the shoe had nothing 
at all to do with it. All I say is this about the cause of 
corns. I say nothing about “conformation ” being a pre- 
disposing cause of corn, as I see them in all kinds of 
horses required for speedy work, particularly on hard 
roads. Cart horses seldom have corns. We must there- 
fore conclude that the concussive shock is the general 
and most frequent cause. Hunters have corns but they 
seldom cause lameness so long as they are worked on soft 
ground. Of necessity the hunter’s fore shoes are shorter 
than those of other horses and are apt to press upon the 
sole at the seat of corn. I would suggest that all hun- 
ters should be shod with three-quarter fore shoes, thus 
removing the pressure from the seat of corn and dimin- 
ishing the chances of the shoes being torn off. I think 
that is the pith of the whole matter. It is due, perhaps, 
not to direct pressure but to the concussion, and the shoe 
is undoubtedly the most frequent condition which we 
find leading to the evolution, if | may so term it, of a 
corn. Mr. Rutherford says that pus of a black colour 
is generally found in those chronic cases where the horse 
had not perhaps developed any lameness for a month. 
In my own ve ee pus is always dark coloured in a 
pricked foot when it is tirst opened. I remember a case 
which was tried in Liverpool. A horse was pricked and 
some people said it was white matter which came out. 
The late Mr. Lawson and Mr. Peter Taylor were on the 
other side and they said the first discharge of pus from 
a foot after a puncture of any kind was of a dark colour. 
I was surprised to hear Mr. Rutherford say that the pus 
was of a white colour sometimes. Certainly this is 
against my experience. Then he says he doves not cast 
the horse for “stripping.” I think he would perform 
the operation very much better if he did cast the horse. 
I think the horse should be chloroformed. I did not 
enter into all these little matters for men of your exper- 
ience and knowledge of the world about the application of 
the tourniquet, but usually every man who is going to ex- 
posea vascular structure like the sensitive lamin will not 
think of performing that operation without applying the 
proper instrument, a tourniquet and so on. Therefore [ 
did not enter into these little details. A horse, in my 
opinion, should be cast and the operation will be done 
much more effectively. ‘The foot is exceedingly sensitive 
in these cases and even a mere touch causes a horse ex- 
quisite agony, and therefore he will fight against you 
and, as one gentleman said, “he will take it out of you as 
well as himself.” Mr. Rutherford said that 
as soon as the pus appeared at the coronet strippi 
should be done. I differ in a great aie a 
If the suppuration and lameness is excessive after the 
appearance of pus at the coronet then I say you must 
a you must expose the whole thing, but you often 
find (and in my own experience I have found cases which 
have manifested no lameness at all until the pus has 
appeared at the coronet) they have been lame for a day 
or two. I have known cases where pus has not appeared 
for a month or five weeks after the last shoeing, and 
then has appeared at the coronet without there being 


avery undesirable thing and very expensiy th 
owner of the horse, and very cruel > Ys ig himself 
to strip the hoof simply because there is su puration at 
the coronet. Therefore I do not advocate the stripping 
of the foot unless, of course, necessity imperatively calls 
for it to be done. With regard to hot and cold water 
there is one thing which my friend, Mr. Ratherford— 
_ and he was supported by my friend Mr. Thompson— 
says he does, and that is when there js a necrosed tissue 
he applies a cold application. Now that is against all 


theory and against all science. The processes which are 


involved or which are set up in the removal of dead 
tissue are retarded by the application of cold and pm. fi 
moted by the application of heat. There is no doubt | 
that those changes by which necrosed tissue is removed “| 
from the body are encouraged by the application of p 
warm remedies and certainly delayed by the application ' 
of cold, and therefore until sloughing has taken place, he 
until the dead tissue has been cast off, I maintain that 
warm applications are much better than cold ones mo 
Atterwards, when this process has taken place, it is im- lik 
material whether youapply cold or warm. Further than = 
that, I believe that warm applications are much mor “ 
soothing in painful diseases than cold applications. Mr. Mr 
Roberts agrees with me about the three-quarter shoe, No: 
ther gentlemen do not. I can only say that the three Sind 
quarter shoes are the very best shoes for corns. There Mr 
is an exception here. Horses sometimes will have coms ther 
with } shoes, but they are exceptions to the rule. [f if so 
the paper had been on “Some diseases of the foot and Mr 
their causes ” one would have had a much larger field. wars 
The limitation confined me to a few subjects, and it was plac 
only by the consent of your President I ventured to toa 
introduce the question of laminitis, which I am sory RM tiff ¢ 
you have not discussed more fully. Ever since I have it wa 
taken the view of laminitis arising from or subsequett B kept 
to another disease and looked upon it as a septic condi: her b 
tion through absorption from the diseased mucous melt barg: 
brane, I have been exceedingly successful in the treat the d 
ment, much more so and in a far less period of time HIM saidt 
than under the old treatment. Gentlemen, I thank you fenda 
exceedingly for a patient hearing, and [ thank you well, ] 
for the very kind manner in which you have received ny and h 
paper, Reed 
? dence 
BREACH OF WARRANTY OF A COW. ae 


At the Bridgwater County Court before His Houott the en 
Judge Beresford, a jury decided an action brought ly came a 


Mr. Henry Porch, farmer and cattle dealer, of Glastot advoca 
bury, against Mr. Leonard Loveridge, farmer, of Stave after re 
to recover the sum of £10 2s. damages for breach 0 defend: 
warranty of a cow and calf, sold by defendant to plait: amount 


tiff—Mr. C. E. Hagon was for the plaintiff, and Mr. 
O. H. Reed (Reed & Co.) was for the defendant.—le 
opening statement of Mr. Hagon showed that on te 


27th April last plaintiff purchased of the defendant” Richa 
the Bridgwater market a cow and calf for and 
defendant warranted that the cow was sound, and plait anthrax 
tiff refused to purchase unless such a warranty wasel'®! Which w 


Plaintiff resold the cow to a customer of his—Mr. Catles, dead. | 


of Chileompton— and the cow was delivered to him Oclock ji 
the Ist May, on which date she did not seem iM 4 hext mo, 
doing very well. Mr. Catley kept her until the 9th bary sur, 
10th May, and finding she was getting worse, ® presence 
nary surgeon was called in, and he expressed the age . © certifi 
that the cow was very bad indeed, and that she pan whd 
suffering from tuberculosis. Plaintiff communi 
with defendant by letter about the end of May; ee bet 7 the tig 
the cow was badly chilled and that he should 4 th 
back from Catley and repay him, and that he (P 
expected defendant to do the same with him (P oo wads, 


: d been 00 
any lameness. In cases of this kind it will be | think. Had defendant not told him the cow ha not bare 


far Mer, 
mh Ich th 


ing land and warranted her sound, he should defendat 


bought her. A letter was written in reply y letter 
refusing to take back the cow. A further “4 not tat 
sent to defendant, informing him that if he him otic? 
away the cow by a certain date plaintiff gave, idgot 
that he should have her sold by auction at =a 
and sue the defendant for the deficiency Jy, te 
keep, and all expenses. Defendant wrote, ™.. 
ing plaintiff he could take what course 0° | 

cow was therefore sold in the market by 4 a of £1 8 


and Stiling, and realised the magnificent § 
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ich are jaintiff sustaining altogether a net loss of £10 2s..—| Insignia of i i i j 
f dead Plaintiff gave evidence to this effect and said when ‘he his 
1d pro- first saw the cow in the market he doubted from her | of Egypt, authorised by his Imperial Majest ) the Sult : 
» doubt appearance whether she was sound, but he bought her | of Turkey :— Pt “ar 
>moved provided defendant would “ make her sound and alright.” M 1 
tion of Defendant said he would, and the purchase was then EDJIDIEH (FouRTH Cass). 
made.—Mr. Walter Ling, farmer, Westonzoyland, proved . Vet.-Lieut. Thomas Emmanuel Watkins 
| place, hearing defendant give the warranty in the words des- Lewis, A.V.D. 
in that cribed by plaintiff ; a dairyman named Giddings, in the 7 = 
1 ones, employ of Mr. Catley, as the “ looking 
is im- like a screwy cow made up” when she arrived at his. 
ver than master’s: and Mr. Catley, farmer, also gave evidence as | CORRESPONDENCE 
h more to the condition of the cow whilst in his possession.— | Sell wir Ae 
s. Mr. Mr. Wilfred G. Aden, veterinary surgeon, Midsomer | 
r shoes, Norton, deposed to examining the cow early in May, and DECOLOURISED IODINE AND MR. DEANS’ 
e three finding her suffering from tuberculosis of old standing.— | PRESCRIPTION. 
There Mr. Reed, for the defence, raised the question whether | Dear Sir, 
ve corns there was a warranty given at the time of the deal, and} Mr. McGavin is quite in errorin stating that decolour- 
ule. If HRM if so whether the seeds of disease existed at the time. | ised iodine is a substance known to the trade and often 
foot and Mr. Reed contended that no warranty was given. A used, or that a formula for a decolourised tincture of 
er field. warranty was not asked for till after the deal had taken | iodine is, or ever has been, contained in the pharma- 
rd it was place, and what took place subsequently did not amount copeeia. , 
tured to toa warranty, and he commented on the fact that plain-| Chemically speaking there is no such substance as 
1m sory He tiff did not state on the cheque he gave defendant that | decolourised iodine, and I may point out that there is a 
. I have it was for a cow warranted sound. The cow had been very wide difference between decolourised iodine and a 
bsequett ® kept rough on defendant’s farm, and that accounted for | decolourised tincture of iodine. Everyone who prescribes 
ic condi: her being thin when plaintiff bought her. After some | tinct. 10di. decolorat. must know if he retains ever such 
yus mell bargaining, plaintiff purchased the cow for £11 11s. and! a meagre and elementary knowledge of chemistry and 
he tre the deal was then completed, but subsequently plaintiff has taken the trouble to look at the formuia, that it is 
| of time said to defendant “ Will you make her allright ?” De- | almost exclusively a solution of iodide and iodate of 
hauk you fendant replied that the cow would eat, would milk | ammonium, and therefore possesses therapeutic pro 
ank you well, had never been attended by a veterinary surgeon, | ties similar to and almost Mdentical with sol fi a 
seived my his farm—a statement which Mr. iodide of potassium. 
eed submi id not amount to a warranty.—Evi- j i i 
oseph Alford, drover in defendant’s employ, was also | that was the reason why I queried Mr. Deans what he 
called—Mr. W. M. Scott, veterinary surgeon, Bridg- meant by decolourised iodine :-— 
water, gave theoretical evidence as to the condition of containing about 
P Bows tae cow, and expressed the opinion that the cow be-| (1) Tinct. iodi. decolorata Ft. 37 grs. iodine in loz. 
ought J came affected after she was purchased by plaintiff.-The | (2) ” ” B.P.C. 12 ,, ” 
Chast advocates on either side having given addresses the jury,| (3) ” ” N.F. 38 ,, ” 
of after retiring, found that there was a warranty given by | (4) Rus. 44 ,, 
vor ey and His Honour gave judgment for the} (5) Tr. iodi. B.P. X Liq. Amm. 11 ,, » 
ad Mer. P unt claimed. _ Nos. 3 and 4 contain sodium hyposulphite as well as. 
ant 1 I liquor ammonia, and it will be evident at once that the 
at on the Anthrax among Cattle. will in and thera- 
endant i ichard Hayn . utic effect according to which decolorised preparation 
for falling to give notice of ak employed. It does not require very extended 
and plait anthrax among his cattle. On September 20th a heifer acquaintance with chemistry to know what will be the 
was give Which was in a field with 33 deat Sibete, wae tound result of mixing any of the above solutions with a given 
Mir. Catle dead. Defendant did not hear of as ik enat une’ | quantity of mercuric chloride, but the resulting injection 
to him in the made from each one will have an entirely different. 
m to next morning. On the 25th, Mr. Robert W aes Sere Y | composition and therapeutic strength, and I submit that 
Fhe sth Bary surgeon, made a post-mortem of th ure, _ rid it is just possible that the different preparations em- ‘ 
presence of defendant, th if 4 ployed and the methods of mixing the ingredients may 
the opine! certified that it had died from “Th account for the different effects which have followed the 
xt she ¥8 man who dug the carcase up said it rax. ne 7; use of this injection. If instead of 20 grains of hyd. 
10 inches under ground. The 33 perchlor. as in Mr. Deans’ prescription, Prof. McCall uses 
sayitd the field whe Which were | 39 grains, this again further adds to the difficulty, and it 
fay, be n the heifer died had been removed, and : . : 
take the would be interesting to know what is the substance, or 
> (plaint! . mixture of substances, which these gentlemen really 


intend tu inject into the joint. Certain it is they do not 


p on » Who had : - . >. =. | inject iodine, and if their intention is to produce a solu- 
not The W, tion of biniodide of mercury, or of biniodide of mercury 
defends : estern Morning | snd corrosive sublimate, the prescription is a very un- 
Jetter * ——>—[=- | scientific one ; and of the efficiency of the formula has to 
» him 2 MY . also. Pray what is the theory of its action as a whole, 
Bridge VETERINARY DEP ARTMENT. and what reasons can be advanced in support of its em- 
y prices From The London ( ployment in preference to the better known and more 
azette, scientific official pharmacopceial preparations! 

liked: wit The Qu WHITEHALL, Oct. 3. That asa profession we are not well informed in the 
sI’. i bach of thew bas been pleased to give and grant unto | art of prescribing is painfully evident in all our litera- 
n of £ Reence and ath mentioned officers her Majesty’s Royal | ture, but low as is the standard of our perfection in this 


rity that he may accept and wear the ‘department of our calling we are considerably less 


are 
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efficient as dispensers and compounders of medicine, and 
I think it is greatly to our shame and to the public loss 
that we are not better acquainted with the official 
pharmacopeeia, and that we do not better regard its 
teaching in the discharge of our duties to our patients.— 


Yours etc., 
. DONALD. 


AN ASTHESIA. 


Sir, 

Though late in the day I trust you will favour me with 
a brief space in your valuable journal for the purpose of 
making a few remarks upon the article on “ Anvsthesia,” 
by “One of the Rank and File.” 

Had the author of the article referred to devoted his 


time to the subject he chose, instead of ridiculing the} 


results of experiments which have been carried out by a 
young professor, he would have better studied the 
interests of his profession. 

What object the author of such puerile criticism 
could have in view I fail to see beyond that of en- 
deavouring to prejudice the minds of his readers against 
one who has been generous to his brother members in 
recording results, the authenticity of which no unbiased 
person would dispute. 

If “One of the Rank and File” can prove his asser- 
tions then why has he not given the profession the benefit 
of his great experience which age and opportunity have 
enabled him to acquire? Was it on account of his 
modesty? or was it that he feared criticism falling 
from the pen of one who was of a like jealous and un- 
charitable disposition ? 

Farr Pray. 


POINTS OF VIEW. 
Sir, 


Your editorial headed “The Triumphs of Science,” 
although short, seemed to me very opportune. I could 
hardly make out however whether the title was in- 
tended to be serious or ironical. Much may be done for 
good or evil with a physic ball, a hypodermic injection 
of morphia or a dose of chloral. Cases where we are 
asked to give sedatives no less than stimulants frequently 
occur in practice. By giving the former we may render 
a restive, vicious or dangerous animal quiet when being 
shod, or steady when being operated on, thus lessening 
danger and difficulty to the man and not harming the 
animal. Presumably here we are guilty of nusin. One 
has, however, frequently tu face another position in 
every-day practice, and our action here seems to me a 
matter of point of view. A farmer, say, who is a good 
client comes to us and says, “ You know that horse of 
mine what a nasty tempered devil hé is. Well I have 
worked him so long (and the animal may frequently be 
an excellent worker) but now I am thinking of sending 
him to such and such an auction for sale. Could you 
give me a dose of something to make him behave de- 
cently whilst being shown! The answer we are to give 
the farmer now seems to me a matter of our point of 
view and the farmer’s conscience. If the farmer takes 
the horse to auction in his normal state and has him 
trotted up and down one of those delightfully roomy 
runs so prevalent in front of many country auctioneers’ 
boxes, Mr. Juggins may get his brains kicked out cr 
Mr. Muggins his leg broken—and a good job too, some 
might say, but then conscience tells us human life is 
sacred. On the one hand we lessen danger to human 
life, on the other hand we may be accused of aidin and 
abetting fraud. | How are we to act ? My point pr 
would suggest giving the medicine and leaving the farmer 
he the conditions of sale would 

ive the pure i j 
’s plenty of time.to find 
e fact that struck me about the German cure for 


lameness in the shoulder was that it was a cur 
as well as a palliative. May it not be that weare some 
what behind the times in our old country, in usix 
cooling lotions, liniments, or counter irritants to inji- 
ries, sprains, or inflammations in regions covered by 
much muscle. Although we frequently accomplish ou 
end, may it not be more scientific and better treatment 
to use hypodermic or intramuscular injections to ensur 
the rest that promotes repair? The lotions and lini 
ments superficially applied cannot have much effect on 
deep seated tissues, and the rest may do more than the 
remedies. The effect of the injections used in Germany 
in the one case on the shoulder, and in the other on the 
tendon sheaths seems to me to “ point a moral and adom 
a tale.”—Yours sincerely, 
G. Maya. 


P.S.—A broken first rib is another matter. 


UNDERSELLING. 
Dear Sir, 

In your issue of September 17th last, I noticed under 
the heading of “The Pillory ” some remarks with which 
I am in sympathy, having, I fear, one of those gentlemen 
there spoken of to contend with. [ live in a small towu 
of about 5000 inhabitants, and within a radius of about 
13 miles there are about 22 or 23 qualified and registered 
practitioners. 

When I commenced to practice here thirteen years 
ago only an assistant of a veterinary surgeon in a neigh: 
bouring town was residing here. For about ten years 
have had it all to myself, and am pleased to say have 
succeeded in gaining a good reputation. However, it 
January, 1897, a young M.R.C.V.S. was persuaded that 
there was a good opening here for another man, 80 be 
came and commenced to practice.- I became introdu 
to him and have since been on very friendly terms. , 

I took an early opportunity of acquainting him wit 
my scale of charges, upon which he informed m? that 
his were nearly the same with the exception of my 
charge for draughts, which are 2/- and 2/6, whilst his 
were 1/6, but he added that “ he invariably sent a powder 
to be given with the draughts which made the charge? 

I have, however, within the past month seen one of IIs 
accounts to a gentleman, formerly a client of miné 
wherein was charged among other things, journey, 1/5 
doses of medicine 7d, bleeding a cow 1/-. bottle of lin 
ment (Oss) 1/6, whilst my charges would have been 36, 
2/6, 5/-, and 3/6 respectively. Numerous vther items In 
the account mentioned were equally low. " 

I should like to ask my brother practitioners, throug 
the medium of your valuable paper, whether 
to keep a wife and family and bring them up respecta 
on such absurd charges. my 

A number of my clients have asked me to redo i 
charges or “they would go to the other ma. others 
refused they have carried out their threat. a 
have found me from home when they required me, 
not waiting my return have gone for m 
receiving his account many continue to pa 
remarking “his fees are so exceedingly low. 
long as we have men in our ranks who wil! © 
such an exceedingly mean wavy of getting @ practi 
efforts to raise its members to the social standing 
their education should demand will prove futile 

Trusting you will pardon me for trespassing. antic 
upon your valuable space, and thanking yo ' 
pation.—Yours faithfully, RCVS. 

J. CHARLES COLEMAN, 


-—(0 G. 
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‘Fair Play.” 
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